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Mr Joubert, special guests, ladies and gentlemen, friends and boys ς welcome to this, our άaŜǊŎƘƛǎǘƻƴ 
Academic Cup FƛƴŀƭέΦ hǳǊ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǘƻƴƛƎƘǘ ƛǎ ƎǳŀǊŀƴǘŜŜŘ Χ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǊŜŦŜǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ Χ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ 
is an old boy! 

It is wonderful that Mr Craig JoubertΣ ŎƻǳƭŘ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ Χ L have no doubt you are all waiting to 
ƘŜŀǊ Ƙƛǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ Χ ƳŀȅōŜ ƘŜ ǿƛƭƭ give us some juicy bits about Bryce Lawrence. 

Your selection as world cup final referee this year bears witness to your integrity and the respect that 
the rugby world has for you, Craig.  

We are honoured you could join us this evening. 

I take this opportunity to welcome and congratulate old boys of Merchiston who have excelled at high 
school and I am delighted they could join us this evening: 

From Maritzburg College: 

¶ Timothy Guise-Brown (Deputy Head of Dayboys) 

¶ Nicholas Muller (Deputy Head of Clarke House) 

¶ Jesse Kriel (Prefect) 

¶ Hayden Farr (Prefect) 

 

From St Charles College: 

¶ Stuart Gough ς Head Boy 

¶ Sean Anderson ς Head of Academic Counsel 

¶ Warrick Dukes ς Deputy Head Prefect ς Matric House 

From Hilton College: 

¶ Clayton Prowse ς Head of Churchill House 

My sincere appreciation to all three high schools for nurturing these boys and for assisting them to fulfil 
their destinies. 

Staffing matters: staff leaving Merchiston at the end of the year: 

¶ Mrs Stainbank ς post at Athlone. Replaced by Miss Roz Crookes. 

¶ We thank you for the many contributions you have made to Merchiston these past few years. 

We trust your new adventure is fulfilling, rewarding and blessed. Thank you! 

¶ We said a sad farewell to Mrs Dold as she retired in July ς she was replaced by Mrs Claire Behn. 

¶ The physical educator post has been filled by Mr Nollie Duvenage and Mrs Gil Tredgold joins our 
grade r team at imps. 

¶  



101 Times around the Sun was a memorable and truly inspirational staff production which was 
performed during the third term of this year. It was a flight through the decades ς 1910 to 2010 ς 
highlighting historical events that captured the world stage. Iconic music personalities were brought 
back to life by staff and we all revelled in the costumes, humour, song and dance. 

Slide 1.  

 

hǳǊ ŦƻǳǊ ΨŀƛǊ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎŜǎΩ ǎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ǎŎŜƴŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŦƭƛƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƳƻƻǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-
provisioned.  

Slide 2 (badge).  

 

Tonight, I pay tribute to my staff ς they have displayed perseverance, positive attitude, patience and 
they rolled up their sleeves and committed themselves to hard work.  

I have seen such spirit and resolve amongst them and I stand here tonight still proud and overawed by 
their sheer commitment to Merchiston. 

Each and every boy enjoyed seeing the staff members getting up to all sorts of antics. I think for the 
most part, many of them could not believe their eyes.  

As the in-flight captain of this trip this evening, I ask that you refrain from smoking and ensure that all 
electrical devices, such as cell phones, are switched off. 

Although this aircraft has been cleared of pests and certain rodents, there is a large population of 
mudrats  on-board ς for which we do apologise. 

 Iƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ŎŀǇǘŀƛƴΩǎ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ŎǊŀǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ǎŜŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ ŀ Ŧƭƻŀǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŘŜǾƛŎŜΦ 

Enjoy the flight! 

I take this opportunity to thank our executive hostess, Mrs Bev Buley and her team of willing and 
passionate parents for the wonderful contributions they have made this year. The theme of Esprit de 
Corp has been captured tonight and I am delighted with the outcome ς it is truly magnificent. I thank all 
of you parents for the hours of love and labour you have given our school. 

No flight would be possible without the incredible work and commitment of our ground crew under the 
leadership of Mr Sharl van Rensburg. His work crew have worked tirelessly throughout this year to 
ensure that we could fly to all destinations and milestones safely. Their support and guidance has been 
invaluable and I take my hat off to all of you folk.  

Our new craft parking area and the accompanying service areas, bear witness to the vision of these folk.  



I take this opportunity to list the names of our boys who have been awarded scholarships and 
bursaries to various high schools. 

XANDER ROSS                aΩ /h[[9D9 {thw¢{ {/Ih[!w{ILt όw¦D.¸ύ 

JAMES WEBSTER   aΩ /h[[9D9 {thw¢{ {/Ih[!w{ILt ό/wL/Y9¢ύ 

ADAM WIFFEN   aΩ /h[[9D9 {thw¢{ {/Ih[ARSHIP (CRICKET) 

JAMES GODFREY   aΩ /h[[9D9 {thw¢{ {/Ih[!w{ILt ό/wL/Y9¢ύ 

C. GLOVER    aΩ /h[[9D9 κ a9w/IL{¢hb /[h{95 {/Ih[!w{ILt 

THOMAS SAUNDERS                             ST CHARLES COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP 

JOSHUA STEGEN                                    HILTON COLLEGE SPORT SCHOLARSHIP 

ZIYAAD CASSIMJEE                                CARTER HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP 

RIAAN OLIVIER                                       HERMANNSBERG ACADEMIC SCHOLARSHIP 

DǊŀŘŜ тΩǎ 

100 grade 7 passengers are seated here in this craft tonight ς they are about to disembark after an 8 
year journey and I have no doubt these boys and their families have mixed feelings ς yes, this is their 
last flight with Merchiston airlines. My wife, Trish, and I are also caught up in the emotional 
rollercoaster of seeing our last son graduate from primary school and embark upon a new and exciting 
adventure. This truly is a very special evening. 

There are countless memories I have of your years here at Merchiston ς I have chosen a few of the 
special ones for me. 

Slide 3 ς Ben du ToitΥ мо Ȅ сΩǎ ǾŜǊǎǳǎ DPHS. 

 

Slide 4 ς the 1st x1 Cricket tour to Cape Town earlier this year 

 



Slide 5 ς Josh Stegen holding 24 of the 28 swimming records (Brendan Dedekind and Darian Townsend 
and well as Wayne Ridden). 

 

Slide 6 ς Bradley Cox. 

 

Slide 7 ς the B.E. Christmas Supper. 

 

Slide 8 ς School Badge 

This is our school and it is made up of boys slides 10 / 11  ς  

 



 

And they have come in all sorts of packages. Life is a school. It is an arena filled with great events that 
teach and entertain. Slide 12/ 13. 

 

 

Life at our school is growth, it is movement, it is purpose and it is about achievement. Slide 14 / 15  

 

 



 

 

Tending to the educational needs of our boys is our profession and it has been a blessing watching 
these young boys grow and develop. Slides 16 / 17/ 18 / 19 

 

 



 

 

Slide 20 - badge 

I watched the staff involve themselves in the many, many rehearsals they were required to attend and 
it came to me!!! Every expectation that was required of each staff member, is a value that they instil in 
you boys.  

Mr HŀƳǇǎƻƴ ƛƴǎƛǎǘŜŘ ƻƴ άǇǊŀŎǘƛŎŜ ƳŀƪŜǎ ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘέ ς we marvelled at his tenacity and caring resolve and 
we were consciously aware of the need to make this play a success. Slide 21.  

 

These practices were designed to prepare us for the rigours of every production ς little did we know the 
extent of these demands. Slide 22. 

 



Staff have been acutely aware of the need for you boys to practice and practice. Slide 23 / 24.  

 

 

They have had at the core of their teaching the realisation that life is not a dress rehearsal and that you 
needed to be prepared for high school and life beyond that. Slide 25. 

 

Slide 26.  

 

 



There were so many people involved as background support and if it were not for these folk, we would 
never have walked onto the stage. Slide 27.  

 

These folk ensured we were looked after and every prop, costume and piece of make-up was ready.  

Slide 28.  

 

Staff ensured you boys received all the necessary grounding so that you could perform at your 
maximum level. They have spent hours in the classroom, and on the sports field, preparing you for the 
time when you were required to go out to face challenges, slide 29.  

 

You were prepared to meet the many hurdles slide 30.  

 



That you encountered, and these obstacles and challenges have prepared you for the bright lights and 
ŜȄǇŜŎǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άlifeΦέ  

I am mighty proud of each and every boy seated here tonight.  

Staff, Merchiston is all about hard work - slide 31 ς  

 

Patience, attitude and perseverance ς these are core values.  

You have passed these qualities onto your boys on a daily basis, safe in the knowledge that they would 
serve our boys well. Just sitting around wishing, makes no one rich. The good lord sends the fish, but we 
must dig for the bait. Slide 32.  

 

When the time came, you boys were ready to stand up to be counted and how proud we have been. 
You grade 7 boys certainly know how to stand up after taking a knock ς and you bounced back with 
guts. You are accustomed to hard work and perseverance. 

Having a break is always a good thing and time to reflect is important. I wonder if you can see any 
similarities between the following two slides? Slide 33. 

 

 

 



Slide 34.  

 

Each and every staff member in the play had to play their part. Slide 35.  

 

They were challenged and each member realised that the chain was as strong as its weakest link ... And 
luckily for us, there were no weak links. Staff stepped up to the plate and embraced the challenges. 
Slide 36.  

 

You boys in your school career here at Merchiston, have done likewise; Slide 37.  

 

You were prepared to take on whatever came your way and nothing was too much for you. Slide 38.  



 

Coupled to this, you parents, slide 39,  

 

 

Embraced the many changes and challenges that have been presented to you and together with the 
ǎǘŀŦŦΣ ƘŀǾŜ ŜƴǎǳǊŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƻƴΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭΦ 

Slide 40.  

 

During the production of 101 Times around the Sun, staff were expected to get out of their comfort 
zones and they often wondered if they had what it takes. Slide 41.  

 



To test the strength of any tea bag, it has to be placed in hot water ... And goodness, were our staff 
tested. Slide 42. 

 

The staff have ensured you boys were tested and asked to get out of your comfort zones slide 43ς  

 

This is what has moulded you and has prepared you for the rigours of high school and / life in general. 
Slide 44.  

 

Do you remember all the occasions when you maybe felt a little out of your depth and somewhat 
unsure of yourself? Maybe you felt like you were being battered at every turn. Slide 45. 

 



I watched closely as staff, many of whom did not know each other well, interacted and shared 
wonderful experiences. Slide 46.  

 

Relationships were cemented and a sense of cameraderie, unity and togetherness bonded staff in a 
wonderful way. The same can be said for many of the parents of our school. Slide 47.  

 

It has been wonderful to see these relationships grow and develop. 

You boys have been taught the true value of friendship. Staff have made it their purpose to ensure you 
value your friends. Slide 48.  

 

I have watched as you have laughed together, slide 49  

 

Cried together and at times, had arguments and disgreements.  

 

 



The spirit between you grade 7 boys is great slide 50 ς  

 

And these are bonds, like those of staff and parents, that are set for life. Slide 51.  

 

What a wonderful training ground this has been for you. Slide 52. 

 

What would all this be without a huge dose of happiness, joy and fun. Slide 53.  

 

This is what we staff experienced during our many hours of planning, rehearsals and performances. 
Laughter and merriment touched each and every one of us. It exploded into the hall and across the 
parent community. Slide 54 / 55. 

 



 

Staff have guided and coaxed you boys as you have gone about your daily life at school. Slide 56.  

 

It has been a blessing for all of us to see the joy and happiness that has existed between you. Slide 57. 

 

Your smiles, good wit and humour have made our lives richer.  

Slide 58 - ōŀŘƎŜΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ LƴŘƛŀƴŀ WƻƴŜǎ CƛƭƳΣ άwŀƛŘŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǎǘ !Ǌƪέ ς I just love the scene when Indiana 
Jones is called across the abyss by the knight. There is no path ς just a sheer fall away and the bottom 
appears endless. He steps out into the void and suddenly a staircase appears and he crosses safely. This 
act, one can call an act of faith.  

Slide 59 ς  

 


