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23 January 2019 
 
 
Dear New Boarder Parents 
 
I am very grateful that you attended the boarder AGM last Sunday. It was wonderful to see the 
excitement and anticipation amongst all present. 
 
I have had the opportunity of talking to some of your sons and I hope to conclude my chats with 
them in the next fortnight.  I do understand how difficult it is for them to adapt and familiarise 
themselves to the mechanisms of Merchiston, however, you can be very proud of their 
achievements thus far.  The boys who went home this weekend for the first time since arriving at 
Merchiston, will have possibly endured a difficult “returning” on Monday morning and I do know it 
would have been difficult for you as well.   
 
Boarding is a wonderful institution and the brotherhood is very special to see. It never is easy 
parting with one’s children to boarding schools but I know in my heart that the long-term benefits, 
from an emotional, spiritual and social aspect, are so fulfilling. No doubt there are going to be 
some hurdles along the way, but with your help and the genuine care, empathy and compassion 
from the boarding staff, your son will come into his own and rise to every challenge. 
 
Whether you are a new boarder parent or you have been involved with Parkinson House for a 
number of years, I fully appreciate the fact that it is not easy not having our children at home. My 
three boys have left home and it isn’t easy in an empty house. Our oldest, Matthew, is living and 
working in the UK, our middle son, Nathan, is married and works at Merchiston and Andrew, the 
youngest, is away for most of the year at Tukkies.  
 
Know that you are in our thoughts and prayers, and that we are acutely aware of the needs of our 
boys and no stone will be left unturned as we assist them in their growth and development. If I can 
be of any assistance to you, please feel free to contact me. It is important that communication 
between Merchiston and you is very clear.  
 
I look forward to seeing you at Merchiston, in particular on Saturday mornings at sport. I kindly 
request that if you do see me, please do approach me and have a chat.   
I thank you once again for entrusting your sons into our care and I assure you of our best attention 
at all times.   
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
DAVE BEETAR 
HEADMASTER 


