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           30 January 2019 
 
Dear Parents 
 

BEDTIME READING 
 
In one’s life, there is a date of beginning and a date of closure. Between - is a dash! This dash is 
our life and all that we accomplish. In a child’s life the dash falls directly between the innocence of 
childhood and the dignity of manhood.  All they want to do is have fun and enjoy themselves every 
moment of the day. Life is for the living and cats, dogs and frogs are often un-consenting 
accomplices.  
 
Don’t you find that when you are busy, they want your undivided attention. When you want him to 
make a good impression, his brain becomes like jelly or he becomes this jungle creature bent on 
destroying the world and himself. 
 
You lock him out of a room he should not enter and he finds a way into your heart first before he 
finds a way into the room. He is a magical creature full of hopes and dreams. He starts school and 
there is so much he needs to learn and amidst this youthful innocence, expectations and 
pressures begin to bear. 
 
The world is a very tough and challenging place and it stands to reason that boys need to be 
resilient to the many challenges. So many things have changed with the breakdown in discipline 
structures, society and its structures. Modern society and culture is threatening the welfare of our 
children and boys are becoming a lot more vulnerable to temptations. There are many reasons for 
this. One of these reasons is the change in attitude to discipline. The overbearing and punitive 
punishments of decades ago, ensured we conformed and we feared the consequences of our silly 
actions. We were seen as miniature adults who needed to be whipped into shape.  
 
This has changed today and although speaking in general terms and there are many exceptions, 
parents today are a lot more permissive and lax as opposed to say ten years ago. Further to this, 
many more moms and dads are both working. Our children are exposed to a lot more ‘side-line 
attractions’ than we were.  
 
In days gone by, children were shielded from harmful images and exploitation. Now it is open 
season for even the youngest of our children. Mothers and fathers are expected to screen virtually 
every aspect of their children’s lives and this includes TV viewing, checking music cd’s, checking 
what programmes they are visiting on their computer and the list goes on and on. Gone are the 
days where one becomes concerned about his falling out of the tree.  
 
I believe parents today are being overwhelmed by the culture of our society and our children are 
being exposed to the aftermath thereof.  
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Today one is being forced to raise children in opposition to the demands of society. Once upon a 
time ministers, teachers, leaders and neighbours supported the family and made a great impact 
upon the growth and development of our children. Today the so-called support system comes from 
media marketing, television, MTV, wrestling, modern music and countless fly-by-night money 
grabbing moguls. 
 
Our children are vulnerable to temptations from so many quarters and it is becoming increasingly 
more difficult for them to resist these temptations. What you and I were tempted with at say age 
18, is now tempting 10 and 11-year old’s who do not have the same coping skills as those of an  
18-year old.  
 
To survive in this world, a boy will need to learn many things. He will need to be taken by the hand 
and taught that not all men are just and that not all men are true. He will need to learn that for 
every hero, there is a scoundrel. He needs to learn that for every friend there is an enemy. He 
must learn to lose before he savours the taste of victory.  
 
He must learn that it is far more honorable to fail than to cheat. He must be gentle with gentle 
people and tough with tough people. He has to learn that there is no harm in tears and that there 
can be glory in failure and despair in success. He needs to understand that one cannot put a price 
tag on honesty, integrity and honour. He must learn to listen but needs to filter and screen all that 
he hears. He needs the strength not to follow the crowd when everyone else is getting on the 
bandwagon. He needs to learn to close his ears to the pressure of peers and to stand and fight if 
he thinks he is right.  
 
He must be treated carefully, don’t molly him, because only the test of fire makes fine steel. He is 
your boy, and with all the right ingredients of coaching and guidance – defined by your unlimited 
love, support and example, he will become the person he is destined to be. 
 
You, as parents, can assist the school in its endeavours to support you in raising these boys, by 
subscribing to the value system we are trying to inculcate in your sons. Thank you to those 
parents who see the wisdom in insisting that their child displays the correct and appropriate 
behaviour; thank you to those parents who support the school after it has had to discipline their 
child;  
 
Thank you to those parents who ensure their child conforms to the expectations of Merchiston - 
like the wearing of headgear, like having his blazer clean and presentable at all times and like 
ensuring his hair is always cut according to regulations. I cannot emphasize enough the absolute 
need for parents to support our value system – after all, these values are what binds a family 
together.   
 
Your role as parents is an awesome one – as mentioned before, society does not support the 
healthy raising of children. Merchiston fulfils this supportive role only if parents are committed and 
supportive.  
 
Keep him safe. Guard him. Teach him – he is after all – a gift from God. 
 
 
DAVE BEETAR 
HEADMASTER 


