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Merchiston Preparatory School: True Blue        Gratitude is our attitude 

               9 January 2019 
Dear Parents, 
 
WELCOME FROM THE SPORT DEPARTMENT 
We would like to extend a warm welcome from the sport department to all of our boys, staff, coaches and 
parents. Merchiston is a school that has a rich and well documented sporting history and we are proud of 
the culture of success at our school. Throughout the year we will aim to improve the skills of the boys 
through quality coaching at all levels, while also increasing their knowledge and love for sport and for being 
healthy and active. We focus on instilling the core values of sportsmanship and encourage healthy 
competition, while developing within each boy an understanding of work ethic and what it means to be a 
contributing member of a team.  
 
At all times, we strive to embody an image of professionalism, integrity and quality within our coaching 
structures and we believe that this will lay the best platform for our boys to learn from. Our request is that 
parents assist us in our endeavours and respect the manner in which we conduct ourselves both on and off 
the sports field. Our philosophy centres on the emotional, physical and social development of the boys 
through sport and we do not subscribe to a ‘win-at-all costs’ mentality. Sport provides us with a fantastic 
vehicle to develop our boys in a safe, fun and engaging environment ensuring that there is an 
understanding that mistakes form part of their growth and learning.  
 
Having said this, we believe that if our boys learn how to do the ‘little things’ right on and off the field of 
play, the chances of positive results are significantly increased.  
 
We trust you will enjoy the year with us and look forward to your support across the various sporting codes 
your sons will be participating in each term.  
 
A. FIXTURES AND RESULTS 
Fixtures are organised with the various schools in advance and a fixture list is prepared for the each term. 
This fixture list is a guideline and is subject to change. Fixtures are confirmed the week prior to playing that 
particular school and, therefore, final confirmation of fixtures will be communicated to parents through 
communication slips. Please also check for any changes on the weekly sports programme, under “Sport” 
on the Merchiston website, www.merchiston.co.za. or on the D6 Communicator. Please remember sport 
is compulsory and boys need to honour their fixtures and commitments. 
 
B. COMMUNICATION 
The sport department and coaches will make every effort to communicate fixtures and related events 
timeously. Please be aware that it is not always easy to get the particular information from schools as early 
as we would like. Communication slips will be sent home and team lists are placed on the notice boards 
after the last practice day prior to the fixture. Please encourage your son to look at the notice board and ask 
him whether he has any information regarding fixtures. 
 
At the bottom of the communication slip is a return slip - please return this to the coach directly. Should 
your son not be able to play for any valid reason, a letter must be submitted to the Director of Sport and 
Headmaster one week prior to the fixtures and not the day before the fixture. Only under extenuating 
circumstances will your son be allowed to miss a fixture, as long as his absentee has been authorised by 
the Headmaster. 
PLEASE READ: CANCELLATION OF SPORT PRACTICES 
Sport practices will only be cancelled due to inclement weather, after the Director of Sport has made a 
judgment at 12:00. Thereafter, an SMS will be sent out, notifying parents of the cancellation. Please read 
the “weekly sports programme” for details with regards to weekend matches. Parents need to ensure they 
are registered on Coretalk 
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C. PARENT SUPPORT / PARTICIPATION / EXPECTATIONS 
We encourage and welcome parent interest, support and participation in their son’s sport. Please 
remember that the coach and the boys are doing their best and that personal remarks made about 
coaches, referees, umpires, or players is not acceptable. Applaud good play, set a good example to the 
boys and don’t publicly criticize or question a referee, umpire, coach or player from either team. Good 
sportsmanship and being humble in victory and defeat is something that Merchiston promotes very 
strongly. 
 
1. PRACTICE SESSIONS 
During practices, please stay well away from the coach and team and allow the coach to concentrate on 
what he or she is trying to achieve. At times boys lose concentration and are looking for approval from 
parents on the sideline instead of listening to the coach.   
1a. CRICKET NET AREA & OTHER SPORTS FACILITIES 
Please remain outside of the white picket fence area at the Cricket nets as this is a dangerous area. Please 
do not bring juice to the boys or stand with them or the coach during practice. 

The Cricket nets and other sports facilities are out of bounds to parents by order of the Headmaster. This 
includes Saturday mornings prior to fixtures, during Cricket matches or after hours. As with all the facilities 
at Merchiston, any parent wishing to make use of a school facility is required to apply in writing to the 
Headmaster. 

2. MATCHES 
During matches, we request that parents stay off the pitch or field.  
 
D. TRANSPORT 
We continue to rely heavily on parents to assist with the transport of boys to and from matches and do 
greatly appreciate the effort that you make. The teacher in charge of an age group is required to check the 
transport, for their age group, at sports meetings. Please remember to send the communication slip, with 
your son to the sports meetings, indicating how many boys you can transport.  
 
E. COMPULSORY SPORT 
Boys are encouraged to participate in as much sport as they can during the term. It is compulsory for day 
scholars to play one sport and boarders to play two sports per term. 
 
F. DRESS CODE 
Please find the dress code attached to this letter. This dress code must be strictly adhered to. When boys 
leave to go home, ensure that they are correctly dressed. Boys must wear their blazer and cap after 
practices or matches. If they don’t have their blazer, they must change into full school uniform or full 
tracksuit and school shoes. Please ensure that you assist the coach in this regard. 
 
Any boy coming to watch a match or gala and is not participating are permitted to wear the sport kit of the 
day (soccer, rugby etc) or full school uniform. Civvies are not permitted! 
 
NB: Please see additional information on the Senior Primary Sports Programme and the Sports Dress 
Code Letters 
 
We look forward to a successful year on the sports field. 
 
Kind Regards, 
 

        
R. ASHTON                D. BEETAR 
DIRECTOR OF SPORT              HEADMASTER 
 

 
 


